Starla Ciarelli
My name is Starla Ciarelli, and I have been a resident of the Pine Bush school community for over 13 years. My husband graduated from Pine Bush High School, and together we’ve chosen to raise our five children in this community because of everything this district represents. 
Last year, we watched our oldest graduate and begin his journey at Lasell University, a moment that filled us with pride and gratitude for the education he received here. Today, we have two children in the high school and two at Pine Bush Elementary, so I see firsthand, every single day, the impact our schools have on our students and families. 
My connection to Pine Bush is not only personal, but professional as well. I began my career teaching at Pine Bush High School, and that experience shaped who I am as an educator and a leader. In the past 22 years, I’ve grown into roles from a teacher, an assistant principal, district coordinator, and now an elementary principal. 
In my current role, I work closely with students, teachers, and families to support learning, strengthen curriculum, and ensure that every child has what they need to succeed. I’ve led initiatives in literacy and math, supported special education programs, managed budgets, and presented to boards of education, always with a focus on what’s best for kids. 
But more than anything, I understand this district from both sides. As an educator and as a parent, I know what it feels like to send your children to school each day hoping they are safe, supported, and inspired. I know the importance of strong communication, thoughtful decision-making, and staying grounded in what truly matters: our students.
 I am running for the Board of Education because I care deeply about this community that has given so much to my family. I am invested in its future, and I am excited about the opportunity to give back through service, collaboration, and leadership. I want to use my experience as both an educator and parent to help guide thoughtful decisions that keep students at the center of everything we do. 
My goal is to help ensure that all of our students, especially as they transition from elementary into middle and then high school, have expanded opportunities to discover their strengths, build confidence, and truly thrive.  
Thank you for your time, your trust, and this opportunity.
